INTRODUCTION
Shrimp and prawn culture in the coastal belt is a major export earning activity for Bangladesh. The government and private sectors are now thinking of intensifying the effort to increase export earnings from this sector, which expanded rapidly over the 1980s and 1990s. This sector is now being guided by a number of internal and external factors, including a growing realization of the issue of biodiversity impacts resulting from shrimp fry fishing on wild sources. The combined production from coastal brackishwater ponds and inland freshwater ponds is estimated to be around 42,900 metric tonnes (unprocessed weight), 76 percent being tiger shrimp Penaeus monodon, known locally as bagda, and 24 percent being freshwater giant prawn Macrobrachium rosenbergii, known locally as golda.
Approximately 2 billion postlarvae are collected annually by about 200,000 fishers targeting two species: the tiger shrimp P. monodon and the freshwater giant prawn M. rosenbergii ( fig. 1 ). The fishery is widespread throughout Bangladesh tidal waters year-round, covering estuaries and shallow waters along beaches, but with specific concentrations in the Teknaf, Cox's Bazar, Patuakhali, Khulna, and Satkhira areas. The fishery uses highly nonselective, fine-mesh nets and three different types of fishing gears, namely push net, fixed bagnet, and dragnet ( fig. 2) . These gears use either nylon mosquito net or synthetic net material (high-density polyethylene), with knotless webbing of 1.5-2 mm meshes. Although more than 40 commercial hatcheries are supplying tiger shrimp fry and have the capacity to surpass existing local demand, as occurred during 2001, fry from wild 
